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Russia on Saturday said world pow-
ers are asking Tehran only to suspend 
uranium enrichment during the pe-
riod of talks.

Prime Minister Gordon Brown suffered 
a crushing election “bloodbath” Sat-
urday, as his party lost control of Lon-
don’s City Hall on top of its worst poll 
results for 40 years across the country.

Veteran Iranian shooters have managed 
to grab one gold and two silver medals 
at 2008 shooting competition which 
was held in Ankara, Turkey.

Iran’s Cultural Week began in Mum-
bai, India in a ceremony attended by 
the Head of Iran’s Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts and Tourism Organization 
Esfandiar Rahim Mashaei.

Europe Should 
Not Cross Redlines

Foreign Minister Manouchehr 
Mottaki warned European coun-
tries against crossing Iranian 

redlines. 
Addressing a joint press conference 

with his Yemeni counterpart Abu Bakr 
Al-Qurbi, Mottaki made the remark on 
Saturday in response to the new pro-
posal made by Group 5+1 in London, 
IRNA reported. 

World powers met in London on 
Friday and said they would offer new 
incentives to encourage Iran to halt 
uranium enrichment.

Iran refused the last such offer made 
in 2006 and officials have in the past 
described a demand that Iran suspend 
its uranium enrichment program as a 
‘redline’. They say it is Iran’s right to 
carry out such work, the aim of which 
is peaceful.

“The European countries are well 
aware of Iran’s redlines,” he said. 

Mottaki referred to his recent meet-
ing with British Foreign Secretary 
David Miliband in Kuwait and said 
he was informed that on 2nd May, the 
Group 5+1 would gather in London to 
write a letter to Tehran. 

“I told him that you are quite famil-
iar with Iran’s redlines, therefore you 
should avoid crossing those lines,” he 
said. 

Commenting on the recent visit of a 
Russian delegation to Tehran, Mottaki 
said, “We have informed the Russian 
delegation of the content of our pro-
posal package.” 

On ties between Iran and Yemen, 
Mottaki said Iran attaches importance 
to expansion of its ties with Yemen. 

“Iran fully backs Yemen’s territorial 
integrity,” he said. 

The Iranian foreign minister also 
predicted that the prospects of future 
ties between the two countries would 
be very promising. 

“The two sides’ high-ranking offi-
cials are to exchange visits in the near 
future to help broaden bilateral ties,” 
he said. 

He noted that Iran-Yemen Economic 
Cooperation Commission is to meet in 
Tehran in the near future, adding that 
Iran is now engaged in a number of en-
ergy projects in Yemen. 

On regional developments, Mottaki 
said both Iran and Yemen are con-
cerned about current developments in 
Iraq and Lebanon, stressing that Iran 
backs the efforts of Yemen to settle 
problems in those regions. 

“We strongly condemn atrocities of 
the Zionist regime in Gaza and expect 
the international community to dis-
charge its duties to this end,” he said. 

The Yemeni foreign minister, for his 
part, said during his meeting with Mot-
taki, the two sides reviewed the deep 
rooted ties between Iran and Yemen.

“We do our best to turn into a model 
for other nations in terms of relations,” 
he said. 

On expansion of political and econom-
ic relations with Iran, Qurbi said Yemen 
gives priority to expansion of economic 
cooperation with Iran and believes that 
establishing good economic relations 
would help broaden political ties.

Syria said US allegations about a weapons-capable nuclear reac-
tor are part of a policy of ‘madness’.

Syrian ambassador to nuclear talks, Faysal Al-Hamoui, 
told the Conference on Non-Proliferation Treaty that US al-
legations about the reactor were “manufactured in order to 
create further crisis in the Middle East”.

On Friday, the US submitted a paper to the conference 
claiming the treaty’s problem was noncompliance by Syria 
and Iran.

“North Korea assisted Syria’s covert work in building a 
nuclear reactor capable of producing plutonium and not in-
tended for peaceful purposes,’’ the paper claimed.

The US paper made no mention of allegations that the reac-
tor was destroyed in an Israeli bombing raid in September.

Al-Hamoui said the allegations by the administration of 
US President George W. Bush were part of a “disinforma-
tion campaign”.

“We call upon member-states to exercise caution and not 
to follow as other people have followed the vein of an ad-
ministration which can only be described as madness,’’ he 
said. 

Al-Hamoui said Australia and France “lack credibility’’ 
for referring to the US allegations and for failing to mention 
the Zionist regime’s own nuclear arsenal.

He said French Ambassador Jean-Francois Dobelle had 
twice referred to the US allegations.

“France played a major and pivotal role in building the 
Israeli nuclear program and continues to supply Israel with 
nuclear technology, which is a clear infringement of the 
NPT,’’ Al-Hamoui said. 

Tsunami Hits Labour    
By Armin Hedayati 

Britain’s Labour Party failure in local elections this week can 
best be described as a slow political tsunami. It has also turned 
out to be the embattled party’s worst drubbing over the past four 
decades.

It was Prime Minister Gordon Brown’s first test at the hustings 
that turned out to be a debilitating blow. How and when the seriously 
dented image of the Labourites will be reversed is a foregone con-
clusion, election-watchers said at the weekend.

The Mr. Bin of British politics said after the poll results that his 
ruling party had experienced a disappointing and “bad night”. La-
bour slumped from first place to third among the three main British 
political parties. 

It also suffered a major loss in the vote for the London mayoral of-
fice and local council elections. In the former, Labour’s Ken Living-
stone lost to his Conservative rival Boris Johnson after eight years. 

Another factor that makes the Labour downfall almost complete 
is the fact that it was forced to give away constituencies which tradi-
tionally were its bastions.

The vote results, among other things, demonstrate the deep public 
resentment over Brown’s economic performance.

It was largely assumed that Brown’s premiership would polish 
Labour’s tarnished image under Blair who, to appease his friend and 
ally in the White House, dragged Great Britain into the quagmire in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

Now Brits across the Labour political spectrum say they were 
wrong, and that there is little reason to believe Brown would suc-
ceed where his predecessor failed.

The bitter reality is that in the past 10 months after his transition 
from economic chief to prime minister, Brown have been struggling 
with some serious economic decline, in particular with respect to 
food and fuel prices.
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Iraq has not reopened the Shalamcheh border checkpoint with Iran 
yet, a senior official with Iran’s Haj and Pilgrimage Organization 
said.  See Page 2

Border Remains Closed
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei 
said justice is the yardstick of all economic activities.See Page 2

Justice a Yardstick
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Syria:

Nuke Allegations
Madness 

The presence of the three heads of powers in the State Expe-
diency Council’s Saturday session once again demonstrated 
solidarity among the Islamic Republic’s officials and their firm 
determination to resolve the country’s problems.

Photo shows President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (l), Chair-
man of State Expediency Council Akbar Hashemi Rafsan-
jani (c) and Majlis Speaker Gholamali Haddad Adel in the 
session.

Solidarity


